Camtasia Studio 2 and SnagIt 7
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1.  What is Camtasia Studio 2?

Camtasia Studio is a complete solution for recording, editing and publishing rich screen video presentations. With support for a variety of video standards, you can ensure your content delivery now and in the future.  Camtasia Studio allows you to burn your videos to CD using the CD Menu option, convert your presentations to flash format for posting on the web, create a web menu for multiple flash videos and post easily to the web, and several other production options.
2.  What is the difference between Camtasia Studio 2 and SnagIt 7?
Camtasia Studio is designed specifically for making videos of your screen. Camtasia Studio produces video file types AVI, WMV, MOV, CAMV, GIF animation files, and now SWF and FLV.

While SnagIt has very minimal video capture functionality, it is primarily for static image file screen capture and produces BMP, GIF, PCX, PNG, TGA, JPG and TIF files.

3.  How can I use Camtasia and SnagIt?

a) Recording Your Whiteboard Program with Camtasia Studio
Professors can record the video and audio of their whiteboard demonstrations, then burn the video on a CD-ROM or post it on a Web site. As a result, students can increase their comprehension, refer repeatedly to lessons and learn at their own pace. 

b) Enhancing your Web site with Graphics and Video
Graphics and videos are a practical supplement to textual information on Web sites. Use images to illustrate your meaning, incite interest or just make the page more appealing. 

c) Incorporating Screenshots and Video into a PowerPoint Presentation
With the addition of videos and images, PowerPoint becomes new again to students and faculty alike. 

d) Enhancing Your Course Materials with Screenshots
Liven up your syllabus, handouts and course packets by adding intriguing screenshots! 

e) Creating Tutorials of Media Center Applications
Are the students perplexed by the media center software? Does the faculty keep asking you the same questions? Just think – the few minutes it takes you to create a Camtasia Studio video will save you hours of explanation time. 

f) Using Camtasia Studio as an Assessment Tool
Camtasia Studio allows you to easily and accurately assess your students’ computer ability. In addition, the resulting video will be a learning tool for both of you. 

g) Using SnagIt to Capture Web Sites for Research Purposes
SnagIt is designed to make it easy for you to capture anything from the Internet. As a result, you can make projects more informative and appealing by adding screenshots to your projects. 

h) Using Videos and Screenshots to Improve Distance Learning Classes
Recreate a classroom online with Camtasia Studio! 

i) Using Camtasia Studio to Record Pen Tablets
Using Camtasia Studio to record the computer screen when you’re using a pen tablet is a cost effective and simple way to create tutorials.

4.  Where can I see some examples of how faculty have used Camtasia in their teaching?

a) http://www.techsmith.com/solutions/highedcasestudies.asp#faculty
b) This math professor used SnagIt and Camtasia for screen captures and videos:
http://www.vanth.org/docs/Freeman_ASEE03.pdf
c) SPSS Tutorials http://stat.tamu.edu/~mspeed/spss/general.html
5.  What do I need to try out Camtasia Studio 2?
a) You will need to download a 30 day evaluation copy of Camtasia Studio 2 from TechSmith’s website http://www.techsmith.com/download/studiofreetrial1.asp.  You will also be able to view their quick start tutorials from this webpage.

b) A good quality headset with microphone with noise reduction.

c) At least 256 MB RAM and sufficient hard drive space.

6.  Before I begin, what should I do to make sure my sound quality is good?

Depending on the sound card you have installed on your computer, you should be able to test your hardware for voice recordings.  To do this, go to Control Panel – Sounds and Audio Devices – Voice Tab – click on Test Hardware.  Go through the wizard and your microphone will be tested for proper recording levels.

7.  What about my screen resolution?

For OPTIMAL viewing of your video, you should have your desktop resolution set to 640x480 (at the very most 800x600).  This will ensure that the video is clearly viewable to those with an 800x600 desktop resolution which is the most common.  To change your desktop resolution, right-click on your desktop, and click on Properties.  In the Desktop Properties dialogue box select Settings tab.  Click and drag the slider for your desktop resolution to change the resolution.
9.  Lessons Learned::

· Create your presentations or material and rehearse them if necessary.
· Capture several short test videos to ensure that you have your audio settings correct.

· Create your movies with the best quality possible and later optimize using Camtasia Producer.

· Decide how you will be delivering your videos – web or CD.
· If you are delivering over the web, keep your videos short.  Create several small videos rather than one large video.

· If you are recording videos to burn to a CD and share with others that might not have the TSCC Video Codec, record or later convert your AVIs using MPEG-4 format.

· For additional educational resources, visit Camtasia’s Higher Ed website at http://www.techsmith.com/solutions/highered.asp
· Ensure that you have a quiet environment prior to beginning your recordings.  Turn off your phone’s ringer and put a ‘do not disturb’ sign on your door.
· If you wish to try out the evaluation CD, don’t install the software until you have your presentations/materials ready and rehearsed.
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