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Best Practices for the WebCT Assessment Tool: QUESTION SETS

What it does: 

· Randomizes the order of the questions.  

· Selects a subset of questions.

Why:

· Increases Learning

· By using subsets, different students get different questions.  This requires students to prepare for all possible questions even though they will not need to answer all of them.

· IE you could inform students they will need to trace a red blood cell from the heart to the big toe OR from the heart to the index finger OR from the heart to the brain.  The computer randomly selects which students get which trace.
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	When should chapter readings be completed?
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	Section number on all submissions
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	T/F report covers
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	T/F Stapling


· Prevents Cheating

· Randomization ensures students are not taking the same question at the same time.

· The questions can be very similar, however, by changing a word or 2, you can change the proper choice

· IE by adding the word NOT, a True answer becomes False
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	Report Covers (answer is false)
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	Report Covers (answer is true)


How: Select “Question Set” from the “Quiz Editor” menu, then select all of the questions you want the computer to randomly choose from.

Best Practices for the WebCT Assessment Tool: RANDOMIZATION OF ANSWERS
.  

Why: Prevents cheating.
What it does: Randomizes the order of the answers.  

· While choice B might be the right answer on Joe’s test, it may be choice D on Sally’s, EVEN if they are both on the same question (which isn’t likely if you chose to use Question Sets).

How: When creating the questions using the “Quiz Editor”, select randomized.

	Settings

	Allow students to choose: 
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	Scoring: 
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	Allow negative score: 
	[image: image23.wmf]Yes   [image: image24.wmf]No 

	Answer layout: 
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	Answer order: 
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	Indices: 
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Caution: This may not always be appropriate.  For instance, if one of the answers is “all of the above” or you are listing choices in a numerical order.

Best Practices for the WebCT Assessment Tool:  QUIZ DURATION

	Quiz duration:
	Number [image: image31.wmf]

5

Units [image: image32.wmf]

minute(s)




Why: Prevents cheating

· Prevents students from looking up answers in the text or notes.

How: Set the desired time using the “Quiz Settings” menu.

Tip: 30 – 60 seconds per question is plenty of time for objective questions. 

Best Practices for the WebCT Assessment Tool:  QUESTION DELIVERY

Why: Prevents cheating

What it does: 

· When combined with the Question Set utility, which randomizes the order of questions, it ensures students will be viewing different questions at different times.  

· When used with a short Quiz Duration, students will not have sufficient time to copy and paste the questions into a Word document.

	Question delivery:
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	Deliver all the questions at once. 
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	Deliver one question at a time, where any question can be revisited. 
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	Deliver one question at a time, where students must answer or skip each question to proceed. Once a question has been answered or skipped it cannot be revisited.


How: Choose the option shown above from the “Quiz Settings” Menu

Best Practices for the WebCT Assessment Tool: PROVIDING FEEDBACK

Why: To increase learning.

· When a student first completes a quiz, they are curious to know how they did and are eager to find out the correct answers to questions they were unsure of.

How: When creating the quiz, enter feedback for each answer or for the whole question as needed.

	Answer 5:
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more information is needed
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	Feedback 5:
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Without knowing the serving size, there is no way to 

determine how many calories are in each choice.
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	General Feedback

	General feedback: 
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Most fruits and vegetables (produce) are naturally low in fat and 

calories. Frozen and canned fruits and vegetables can be just as 

nutritious as fresh. Frozen or canned produce is often packaged right 

after it has been picked, which helps keep most of its nutrients. Fresh 

produce can sometimes lose nutrients after being exposed to light or 

air. 




Under the “Results” menu of the “Quiz Settings” function, be sure to select option f.

	Student results display:
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	a) Show the question text for each question.
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	b) Show the student's response for each question. (requires: a)
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	c) Show the evaluation of the student's response only. (requires: a, b; excludes: d)
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	d) Show the full evaluation of each question. (requires: a, b; excludes: c)
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	e) Show the correct answer for each question. (requires: a, b)
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	f) Show the feedback for each question. 


Caution: If students aren’t all taking the quiz at the same time, they will be able to print out the quiz and give the answers to there friends.  If this is a concern, select choice 3 or 4 below.  Otherwise select the first option so students get immediate feedback.

	Student score release:
	Allow students to review their submitted Quiz. Show the Quiz score if it has been graded or partially graded.
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	Release the score once the quiz has been submitted. 
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	Release the score once the quiz has been submitted and all the questions have been graded. 

	 
	[image: image53.wmf]
	Release the score once the availability period has ended. 

	 
	[image: image54.wmf]
	Release the score once the availability period has ended and all the questions have been graded.
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	Do not release the score. 
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